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The Modern Castle

Experience the Majesty of Madeira
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The Renovation
of an Italian Beauty
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Text: Yaonan Li
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The renovation aims to combine history with all the conveniences needed for contemporary living.
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ocated in the small town of Todi in Central Italy,
the Francisi Residence Complex was designed by
Giancarlo Alhadeff, with a luxurious interior by Jean
Pierre Tortil. The renovation aims to combine his-
tory with all the conveniences needed for contem-
porary living.

Through the renovation came the discovery of
an old tower and an Umbrian oil press, and their
restoration adds both structural and visual highlights
to the complex. Additional guest bedrooms were
built from stables on the downhill side of the com-
plex as a way to provide better accommodation.

Attempting to preserve the essence of the sur-
rounding environment, the renovation kept its dis-
tance from local trees and plants, especially the
mulberry and olive trees. The intricate use of hand
made terra cotta tiles and limestone in both the
kitchen and dining area goes along with the theme
of the bedroom with its chestnut wood floors, to
create a sense of the sturdiness of the complex.
Meanwhile, the vintage circular arch dining room
door contrasts with the futuristic glass chairs by the
dining table, reflecting the pluralism of the design.
The massive use of limestone on the construction
of the walkway, stairs, and floors provides a visual
feast that extends from the interior to the exterior of
the house. With a mansion that is both stylish and
healthy, one can enjoy a carefree lunch on the ter-
race of this Italian beauty. �
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